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Our biggest event of the year is less than 3 weeks away!!  Have you registered yet? Weõre super pumped to be 
doing it outdoors at the fabulous John Rose Ice Oval this year.  How it works: You sign up as a team or individual, and hit 
up your buddies, relatives, and complete strangers to kick in a few bucks and contribute to the cause.  Then, you strap on 
your blades and show up to skate a few laps.  Canõt make it that day?  No problem, as long as your team/solo contributions 
are postmarked by January 21st, youõll be eligible to win some sweet stuff.  Prizes include a night in a suite at Xcel, cash 
for your local hockey association, Hockey Giant gift cards, and some awesome autographed NHL player gear!  So get on it, 
itõs a new year, weõve got some good to do, and skatinõ some laps will help with that new yearõs work-out plan youõve 
been talking abouté..                                              ** Donõt forget to register on-line, pledge forms, yeah we got ôem. 

DefendingTheBlueLine.org 
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This yearõs òSkate 
For The Troopsó 
will feature a 
rematch, or dare 
we say ògrudge-
matchó between the 
Defending The 
Blue Line Military 
All-Stars and the 
Minnesota NHL 
Alumni 
Association.  DTBL 
Advisory Board 
member (and 
former NHL All-
Star) Steve Payne 
will be sporting a 
DTBL sweater at 
this yearõs tilt.  The 
military guys have a 
battle plan in place, 
and will accept 
nothing less than 
utter domination as 
they set their sights 
on securing the 
Camo Cup in 2012!  
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A New Year Ahead! By Shane Hudella 

 With 2011 in the books itõs time to look ahead to the new year, and some 

new plans for 2012.   

 First, letõs talk about goals.  We hit some high numbers in 2011, hundreds 

of kids in gear, hundreds sent to hockey camps, over $30,000 paid out in grants, 

and over 1,000 game tickets distributed.  Not too shabby for our second full year.  

This year we would simply like to crush those numbers!  Our mission for 2012 is 

to provide the following to our military families across North America: 

Outfit 400 military kids with hockey equipment.                                                                   

Send 500 kids to summer hockey camps for free.                                                                  

Distribute 2,000 NHL game tickets.                                                                                          

Pay $100,000 in grants for local association fees.   

Itõs going to be a difficult mission, but I know we can do it.  We continue to grow 

and pick up new supporters everyday and with your help we will get there.   

 Speaking of growing, we are planning on expanding to some new markets 

this year.  While we have provided benefits to military families as far away as 

Alaska, Hawaii, and Europe, we only have a small number of regional 

representatives and offices out there.  Currently we have service members 

helping to run our program in NY, PA, CA, DC, NC, and MN.  Hmmm, where to 

go nexté. Our thoughts on some possible markets to branch out to for next 

season are: Toronto, CO, FL, Chicago, St. Louis, Dallas, and either Winnipeg or 

Calgary.  We likely wonõt be able to set up shop in all these fine places so let us 

know your thoughts on where you think we should go next!  

 In addition to our new goals and growth plans, we always want to 

continually try and improve our process.  We have a new website debuting soon 

courtesy of SpyderTrap.com that should make online forms and requests much 

easier to navigate for our service members requesting benefits.  We are also 

looking to implement a new inventory system that will make it more efficient to 

fill equipment requests year round from multiple locations.   

 So just to recap: Bigger.  Faster.  Stronger.  Thatõs all we want to be in 

2012.   To put it in perspective, when we hit our target for this year we will have 

helped out over 3,000 deserving military kids.  It seems like a big number but the 

reality is that itõs a small percentage of the million plus military children out 

there.   

Someday, we will be able to help each and every one of them.   

Happy New Year everyone, the best is yet to come! 

Shane 

January, 2012 

@HudellaDTBL on Twitter 
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Featured Partners  

The Philadelphia Honor Womenõs Hockey Team 

These beauties decided they wanted to help DTBL in a big way, so they are hosting a 5K 
run for our cause out in Philly on March 31st.   

In the mean time, the girls posed for an awesome 2012 calendar.  In a partnership with 
the kind gents at Gong Show Hockey, this calendar is being sold to help our cause as 
well.  Each month features and a different gal from the team. 

You can get yours at:  http://www.defendingtheblueline.com/PHCalendar.html 

Featured Players  

Josh Harding is having a career year so far for the 

Minnesota Wild, making more stops than the state police 

on new years eve.  

Josh is a long time supporter of Defending The Blue Line, 

and does frequent appearances for our military.    Heõs 

also stepping up for òSkate For The Troopsó and donating 

some signed sticks as prizes, thatõll rock!  Thanks Hards! 

Matt Martin of the New York Islanders knows what it takes to be 

successful on the ice.  Off the ice he knows how to bring a smile to the 

face of military kids. 

Matt donated tickets to every Islanders home game this year to DTBL.  

Pictured here is a family that went last month while there dad was 

serving overseas.   

Thanks for your help Matt, I know these kids and the other military 

families using the tickets are having a great time!  

 The Anaheim Ducks organization and Samueli Foundation really gave us a great 
holiday surprise this yearéé a check for $10,000!   

That will go a long ways in helping military kids in southern California play 
hockey.    The Ducks have also been donating suiteõs tickets on a regular basis this 
year which has been a great treat for our service members in the area. 

Thanks to the Anaheim Ducks for helping Defending The Blue Line grow and 
prosper in southern California! 

January, 2012 

DefendingTheBlueLine.org 



OHIO  STATE  JERSEY A UCTION ! 

PAGE  4  M ONTHLY  CHIRPS  

 

How cool is this?  One of the premier 

Universities in the country stepping 

up to help us out.   

If youõre in the area stop by and 

support this game and the jersey 

auction. 

How about a little side contest?  

DTBL will give away a matching camo 

rope bracelet and necklace courtesy 

of Titanium to the first person who 

posts on our facebook page the name 

of any NHL player who played at 

OSU. 

Whatõs on tap for us next?  

SKATE FOR THE TROOPS! January 21st, Hockey Day MN, at the John Rose Oval. We 

have landed some great partners to make this event HUGE this year! Should be a blast 

with a great òoutdoor classicó feel to it.  Come out and watch our military guys battle it 

out with the NHL Alumni for the coveted Camo Cup! 

Ohio State Jersey Night for DTBL, January 21st at THE Ohio State University 

Minnesota Wild Camo Jersey Night vs San Jose Sharks! February 26th  

Letõs Play Hockey Expo 9-10 March, look for us at the Hockey Giant booth. 

Philadelphia Honor 5K run in Philly on 31 March, thanks PH Girls! 

As always, check our site for the latest details on what coming up next. 

More details?  No problem, youõre the boss: 

UPCOMING EVENTS:  

January, 2012 
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Minnesota Wild Camo Jersey Night!  

Last yearõs camo jersey auction 
from the Minnesota Wild 
yielded the single largest check 
our foundation has ever 
received.  That was a 
òhumungous bigó (in the words 
of Philly keeper Ilya Bryzgalov) help with our efforts 
for 2011.   

This year, weõre pretty sure itõs going to rock again.  The boys from Minny are going to wear 
the sweaters for warm-ups during the February 26th game against Brent 
Burns and the San Jose Sharks.  They will then sign the jerseys and they 
will be auctioned off to help our efforts in 2012. 

It will be a little weird to see our long time supporter and NHL All-Star 
buddy Burnzie on the other side of the fence, but that is the nature of the 
biz in the NHL.   

Get your tickets now for this one, weõre pretty 
sure it will sell out fast. 

5K in philly!  

March 31st should be a pretty awesome day out on the east coast.  The ladies from the 

Philadelphia Honor have organized a 5K run for Defending The Blue Line, and the 

event is getting bigger every day.  Rumor has it some NHL guys are going to be 

stopping by, and the guys from Gong Show Hockey will 

be around so you know itõs going to be a good time!  -

Did we mention the gals made a sweet calendar for us?? 

January, 2012 

DefendingTheBlueLine.org 
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Seriously, how sweet are these?? 

Defending The Blue Line now has pretty 
much the coolest bracelets and necklaces 
that you have ever seen.  The best part of it 
is that they are available at pric-
es even a minor leaguer can af-
ford.  $15 for the bracelets, 
$20 for the necklaces.  Sizes to 
fit the tiniest finesse forward all 
the way up to enforcer size.  

Grab yours now at: 

http://www.defendingtheblueline.com/Merchandise.html 

Of 

course Burnzie and some class act supporters in the San Jose 

area were at the top of the list.  In addition to the suite ticõs 

heõs been doing all season, Burnzieõs Battalion sponsored a 

much needed gear drive for us.  The drive just ended and 

wow did they do awesome! It couldnõt come at a better time 

as weõre about tapped out on gear for the season.   

 

Aly Vogel is a senior at St. Agnes High School in Minnesota.  

A donor recently gave each 

senior $1,000 to donate to 

their favorite charity for the holidays.  We were hon-

ored that Aly picked DTBL to receive this gift! Pretty 

cool idea and definitely shows that kindness and giving 

are still alive and well. 

H OLIDAY  ASSIST LEADERS !! 


